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Arts Infused Lesson Plan

 Shelby County Schools

Name: Sara Yarley


 Date: 12/13/10
Email Address: syarley@scsk12.org
Grade Level or Subject Area: Choir 6-8
School site: Millington Middle  

Topic or Arts-Infused Lesson(s) Theme: Veteran’s Day
Title of lesson: Letter to a Veteran
Content Area(s) other than Arts: Language Arts
State Content Standards for the above: 
Writing:  0801.3.1  Write in a variety of modes and genres
Language:  0801.1.1  Demonstrate control of standard English

Art or Arts you plan to infuse in this lesson: Choral Music
State Arts Content Standards: 
Standard 1:  Singing alone and with others a varied repertoire of music.

Standard 6:  Listening to, analyzing, and describing music.

Standard 8:  Understanding relationships between the music, the other arts, and disciplines outside the arts.

Standard 9:  Understanding music in relation to history and culture.

What are some “Big Ideas” you students need to know?(short bulleted list) 
· What a veteran is

· The purpose of Veteran’s Day

· How music is used in honoring veterans
How are arts activities infused in this lesson?: (describe in 2-3 sentences)
The students in choir had been working on a song called “America, the Free.”  The students were to let this song and other patriotic songs inspire their letters.
Literacy Skills Focus: (CIRCLE student skills utilized in this lesson): 

· Oral language development  

· Concepts of print

· Background knowledge and vocabulary

· Fluency 

· Comprehension

· Writing
List ALL materials used (including websites; book (texts and trade book) titles with author, publisher, date, page #’s; CD or DVD titles; art works and art supplies; music; people, places, resources, etc.)

In Concert:  Distinctive Repertoire for Two-part choirs  “America, the Free” by Phyllis Wolfe-White  Heritage Music Press

In Concert CD

Recording of the “Star-Spangled Banner” from itunes
Briefly and clearly list teaching steps in order of actual instruction:

1. Teach all parts to music.

2. Have students perform song with vocal accuracy.

3. Discuss what a veteran is.

4. Discuss why we celebrate Veteran’s Day.

5. Discuss the role that music plays in celebrating veterans.

6. Listen to recordings of “America, the Free” and the “Star-Spangled Banner.”

7. Have students compose a letter to a veteran to thank him/her for years of service.

8. Have students peer edit letters.

9. Have students compose a second draft.

10. Have students turn in letters for teacher corrections.

11. Have students compose a final draft for grade.

How did you assess student learning during or after this lesson? How do you know students understood the big ideas they needed to know? (2-3 sentences)

The classroom discussion helped me to know who might need a little more guidance composing letters, but the actual letter served as the assessment for this lesson.

In your personal opinion, how did the art(s) activity contribute to student understanding in this lesson? WHY? (be specific) (2-3 sentences)

I think that this assignment helped the students to better understand the meaning behind the lyrics of the song.  This translated into a better performance with more feeling.

How did this lesson exercise and/or increase student’s literacy skills? (2-3 sentences)

This lesson was all about writing.  It helped to improve skills in writing composition and skills in finding mistakes in writing examples.

In hindsight, what would you do differently during this arts-infused lesson? Why? Be specific. (2-3 sentences)
I would have had my students type the final draft of their letters.  Some of their handwriting is next to impossible to read.
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