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Arts Infused Lesson Plan

 Shelby County Schools

Name:  Virginia Rodgers      Date: 12/30/10
Email Address: vrodgers@scsk12.org
Grade Level or Subject Area: 3rd
School site: E.A. Harrold
Topic or Arts-Infused Lesson(s) Theme: Folktales
Title of lesson: Our World of Folktales
Content Area(s) other than Arts: Reading
State Content Standards for the above: Content Standard: 1.0

The student will develop the reading and listening skills necessary for word recognition, comprehension, interpretation, analysis, evaluation, and appreciation of print and non- print text. 3.1.13 Experience various literary and media genres. 0301.8.2 Identify setting, characters, and plot in a reading selection.
Art or Arts you plan to infuse in this lesson: Students will design and create a setting/background for their play.  Students will write a play based on a chosen folktale, and act out that play for the class and parents.
State Arts Content Standards: Students will understand and apply media, techniques, and processes. Students will create scripts through planning and recording improvisations based on personal experience and heritage, imagination, literature, and history.
What are some “Big Ideas” you students need to know?(short bulleted list) 
Students need to know what a folktale is. 

Students need to understand characters, setting, and plot in stories.

Students need to be able to communicate with one another within a group in order to take the chosen folktale, and create a play script from it.
How are arts activities infused in this lesson?: (describe in 2-3 sentences)

First, when students read different folktales, they choose specific characters in which to create clay figures to compare and contrast character traits.  Next, the students choose roles to portray within the play they write.  Finally, they use tempura paints to create/paint the background for their play.
Literacy Skills Focus: (CIRCLE student skills utilized in this lesson): 

· Oral language development  

· Concepts of print

· Sense of story and sequence

· Phonemic awareness and phonics

· Background knowledge and vocabulary

· Fluency 

· Comprehension

· Writing
 Students utilize all of the above literacy skills in this lesson.
List ALL materials used (including websites; book (texts and trade book) titles with author, publisher, date, page #’s; CD or DVD titles; art works and art supplies; music; people, places, resources, etc.)
John Henry, by Julius Lester
The Singing Fir Tree, retold by Sheryl Ann Karas

The Young Man, The Lion, and The Yellow-Flowered Zwart-Storm Tree

Forest Tale: Traditional Tale with an Australian Flavour, by Mabel Kaplan
The Dreaming Tree, retold by Elizabeth Murray
The Old Man Who Made the Trees Blossom, retold by Alton Chung

Eavesdropper, retold by S.E. Schlosser

Babe the Blue Ox, retold by S.E. Schlosser

*Many other folktales were checked out from the school library.  Students observed the covers of these books to help illustrate covers for the folktales chosen to write into a play.

Clay, watercolors, tempura paint, paper, markers
Briefly and clearly list teaching steps in order of actual instruction:

I first reviewed folktales by reading the folktale, John Henry, by Julius Lester.  We discussed elements of folktales, and how the illustrator chose to depict the images.  We then began reading our compilation of folktales to choose for our plays.  After we read each one, we discussed it, and students created an illustration for it.  After reading all of the folktales I chose, students picked a character from one of those tales to create with clay, and paint with watercolor.  Once finished, students explained why they chose the character that they did.  They then partnered with another student to create a Venn diagram comparing and contrasting their chosen character with their partners. From these comparisons, we discussed character traits, and why they were important to a story.  Students then presented their illustrations of each of the folktales, describing each one.  We then discussed as a class what setting is, and how it impacts a story.  Groups were then assigned randomly.  Within those groups, students chose a folktale to re-write into a play.  They played the characters within these plays.  After time to prepare the play, students were given the opportunity to design the backdrop for their performance.  They were given an eight-foot piece of butcher paper in which to paint the setting.  They worked cooperatively to design and paint this backdrop.  Parents were invited to the performances.  They brought food dishes from the countries in which these folktales derived.  We then had our “dinner” theater capped off with each of the groups’ performances.  This entire process took thirty minutes a day for three weeks.
How did you assess student learning during or after this lesson? How do you know students understood the big ideas they needed to know? (2-3 sentences)

I conducted a formative assessment by asking specific questions about literary genres, characters, and setting orally to the class.

The summative assessment was the actual play performance.  I also plan on having students write about their experience, explaining the process that was followed, and what they feel they learned.  I could also create a more standardized format to assess content knowledge gained.
In your personal opinion, how did the art(s) activity contribute to student understanding in this lesson? WHY? (be specific) (2-3 sentences)

The arts activities helped to bring the genre of folktales to life for my students.  Instead of simply talking about setting, they created it.  Instead of talking about characters, they became them.  Instead of talking about plot, they created their interpretation of it.
How did this lesson exercise and/or increase student’s literacy skills? (2-3 sentences)
Students had to be able to read with comprehension in order to re-write it into a play.  In addition, they had to read with fluency in order to perform their part for the audience.  They also gained a better understanding of character, plot, and setting as well as specific elements found in different literary genres.
In hindsight, what would you do differently during this arts-infused lesson? Why? Be specific. (2-3 sentences)
I had to make time to work this lesson into the regular weekly curriculum.  Even so, I wish that I had spent more time on painting techniques, or had the art teacher work with them to help with the backdrops.  I also wish the students had more time to practice for their performances.  In addition to literacy elements, there are many social studies elements that were carried into this lesson.  With more time, I could really expand on those standards as well.
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