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Arts Infused Lesson Plan

 Shelby County Schools

Name:    Allison Mayhan         Date:     11/15/10
Email Address:   gmayhan@scsk12.org
Grade Level or Subject Area:   7th and 8th grade honors art 

School site:   Shadowlawn Middle School 

Topic or Arts-Infused Lesson(s) Theme:     VTS and Illustration
Title of lesson:     Illustrated Book
Content Area(s) other than Arts:   Math, Language Arts
State Content Standards for the above: National Math Standards: 1 B (measurement)

National Language Arts Standards: 1.3, 2.1,         3.1, 3.4, 3.7
Art or Arts you plan to infuse in this lesson:   Drawing/ Painting/ Illustration
State Arts Content Standards: 1.1, 1.2, 2.1, 2.2, 2.3, 3.1, 3.2, 4.2, 4.3, 4.4, 5.2, 6.2

What are some “Big Ideas” your students need to know?(short bulleted list) 
· What is an Illustration?

· What is a Subculture? 

· How do illustrators using images to convey ideas or tell a story?

· What are some different illustration styles?
How are arts activities infused in this lesson?: (describe in 2-3 sentences)

This lesson revolves around arts activities.  Through this lesson, the student has to use measurement and writing concepts but the breadth of the activity is about the illustration.  The main artistic focus is the drawing and painting that goes along with Illustration.
Literacy Skills Focus: (CIRCLE student skills utilized in this lesson): 

· Oral language development  

· Concepts of print

· Sense of story and sequence

· Phonemic awareness and phonics

· Background knowledge and vocabulary

· Fluency 

· Comprehension

· Writing
List ALL materials used (including websites; book (texts and trade book) titles with author, publisher, date, page #’s; CD or DVD titles; art works and art supplies; music; people, places, resources, etc.)
Print, “Diva” by Mariam Schapiro

Power Point Presentation (made by me)

Student Sketchbooks

Water Color paper (5”x 30” strips)

Mat board (5”x 5.5”)

Colored pencils

Watercolor sets/ Brushes

Markers

Glue

Ruler

Scissors

Handout
Briefly and clearly list teaching steps in order of actual instruction:

TTW hold a VTS lesson to begin class based on “Diva” by Miriam Schapiro

TTW commence the lesson after 10 minutes.

TTW show a Power Point that goes along with the lesson’s introduction.

TTW define “Illustration” and “ Subculture”.

TSW copy the definition into their sketchbooks.

TTW (with use of the Power Point) introduce specific illustrators and different illustrative styles, explaining the relevance of each.

(Throughout the introduction the teacher will open the floor for student comments or questions.)

TTW give the students a handout with directions and some brainstorming questions on it.

TSW answer the questions in their sketchbooks using complete sentences.

TSW begin sketching out ideas for their illustration making sure to note color scheme, specific materials, and where they plan to use text.

- end of the first day-

How did you assess student learning during or after this lesson? How do you know students understood the big ideas they needed to know? (2-3 sentences)

 During the lesson I frequently stopped and checked for understanding, asking students to comment on a concept or artistic style.  After the lesson, I reviewed their sketchbooks and the answers to the brainstorming questions.  This let me know who understood and who need a little further explanation.  
In your personal opinion, how did the art(s) activity contribute to student understanding in this lesson? WHY? (be specific) (2-3 sentences)

The special Arts activity (VTS) helped mainly as an exercise to open their mind up a little and get the communication and creative juices flowing.  Visual Thinking Strategies allow the students to use their observation skills as well as their verbal skills.  Both of these skills are useful in other content areas like science or language arts. 
How did this lesson exercise and/or increase student’s literacy skills? (2-3 sentences)

Many scholars believe that the better a student speaks the better they write.  When students have the chance to converse with each other through structured discussions they learn to express themselves in an intelligent and cohesive way, which strengthens their ability to read and write.
In hindsight, what would you do differently during this arts-infused lesson? Why? Be specific. (2-3 sentences)

When I do this project again I will break this day down into two days and include some more examples and some more chances for the students to go to their sketchbook for reflection and brainstorming.  I feel like this will allow for a better understanding of the overall concepts and it will allow more time for me to talk one on one with those that need more help.
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