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Arts Infused Lesson Plan

 Shelby County Schools

Name:   Camela Blanchard             Date:    September 1, 2010
Email Address: c2blanchard@scsk12.org
Grade Level or Subject Area:   5th grade
School site:  Rivercrest Elementary  
Topic or Arts-Infused Lesson(s) Theme:  utilizing line to elucidate decimal place value
Title of lesson:  Decimal Art in the Style of Piet Mondrian
Content Area(s) other than Arts: Math, Language Arts, History, and Technology
State Content Standards for the above: 

Math

· GLE 0506.2.1 Extend the understanding of place value through millions and millionths in various contexts and representations.
· SPI 0506.2.1 Read and write numbers from millions to millionths in various contexts.

· Checks for Understanding:  Use visual models, benchmarks, and equivalent forms to add and subtract commonly used fractions and decimals.

Language Arts 

· GLE 0501.3.3 Know and apply the steps of the writing process: prewriting, drafting, revising, editing, evaluating, and publishing.

· SPI 0501.3.2 Identify the purpose for writing (to entertain, to inform, to share experiences, to persuade, to report)
· Checks for Understanding:  Write poems, stories, and essays based upon personal reflections, observations, and experiences.
History

· History Standard 5.0

· History involves people, events, and issues. Students will evaluate evidence to develop comparative and casual analyses, and to interpret primary sources. They will construct sound historical arguments and perspectives on which informed decisions in contemporary life can be based.
Technology Standard 

· Standard 3.0 Students will use technology productivity tools.

· Accomplishments 5.3.2 Students will use productivity tools to enhance learning, increase productivity, and promote creativity
Art or Arts you plan to infuse in this lesson: Visual Arts
State Arts Content Standards: 

Visual Arts Standard

· 1.2  Develop skills in a variety of techniques and processes to produce original works of art that reflect ideas, concepts, symbols, and themes.

· (Level 3:  Analyze an original work of art for its effectiveness in communicating ideas, concepts, and themes.

· 2.3 Create artworks to meet various functions.

· (Level 3:  Design, describe, and create an artwork that serves a specific function.)

What are some “Big Ideas” your students need to know?(short bulleted list) 

· The philosophy or worldview present in a particular historical era is expressed in and through art forms.  

· By recognizing recurring themes in art forms, one can extrapolate a particular eras predominate philosophy or worldview(s) that are at work within a culture.  

· Line can create meaning through its use alone or through the creation of purposeful space in an artwork.

· Color can be used to express emotion or be used symbolically.

· Math is a language with predictable patterns that are present in a variety of contexts in the real world and can be applied to art.

· Activating prior knowledge and reflection are both essential steps to successfully synthesizing ideas from a variety of mediums. 

How are arts activities infused in this lesson?: (describe in 2-3 sentences)

DESCRIPTION:
  Students researched the artist Piet Mondrian in order to synthesize the key points of his style (post 1914), understand the shifting worldview of the era, and utilize this art style to construct original art works that represent decimals in the tenths.  Students then created a descriptive title of their work (staying true to Mondrian’s style) and used technology to explore the drafting step of the writing process by expressing their thoughts and feelings as a result of this ART INFUSION experience. 

Literacy Skills Focus: (CIRCLE student skills utilized in this lesson): 

· Oral language development  

· Concepts of print

· Sense of story and sequence

· Phonemic awareness and phonics

· Background knowledge and vocabulary

· Fluency 

· Comprehension

· Writing
List ALL materials used (including websites; book (texts and trade book) titles with author, publisher, date, page #’s; CD or DVD titles; art works and art supplies; music; people, places, resources, etc.)

Technology

http://www.google.com/images  search Piet Mondrian

http://www.pietmondrian.org
Wikipedia:  search Piet Mondrian

Computer & projector

Word processing program

Supplies

· 9’ x 12’ newsprint paper (grayish in color) or white paper 

· black construction paper (cut into strips or shredded into lines)

· unlined index cards (10 per student with a few extras available)

· blue, red, yellow crayons, colored pencils, markers, or paints

· glue sticks or rubber cement

Briefly and clearly list teaching steps in order of actual instruction:

TTW = the teacher will; TSW = the student will

· Using internet sites (via computer & projector), investigate Piet Mondrian’s work pre and post WWI.  TTW lead a discussion of societal changes taking place that gave rise to abstractionism and specifically to Mondrian’s shift in styles.  (Mondrian was tired of dealing with subjects that represented life because they also represented death.  He abstracted lines from all of his subjects because lines go on forever and are therefore eternal.)  View various works of art and allow students to comment.  

· TTW lead a whole class discussion with students as to what colors can represent. ex. yellow – joy; blue – peace; red – anger or excitement.  TSW consider how the colors red, blue, and yellow are significant to them and if there is a particular number (1-10) that is important to them, ex. a birthday, birth order, etc.  

· Using 10 index cards, TSW create a decimal to the tenths place value by coloring cards red, blue, yellow, or leaving card white.  Students should consider the discussion of color and number significance.  All colors can be used even if the artwork’s focus is on one color.

· TSW arrange index cards onto the 9’ x 12’ paper while considering the placement of the cards so that your eyes are drawn to the “significant” color- cards can not overlap and must be parallel or perpendicular to the paper’s edge.

· TSW glue cards to paper.  

· TSW arrange black strips of construction paper onto the 9’ x 12’ paper while considering the discussion on the significance of line in Mondrian’s work (all index card edges must be supported with black lines and all lines should be parallel or perpendicular).

· SW glue black strips to paper.  

· TSW name the artwork in the style of Piet Mondrian, ex.  “Composition three tenths blue” by Mrs. Blanchard.  The title tells the viewer that blue was the focal color and three was significant to the artist.

· TSW use a computer and word processing program to explore the drafting step of the writing process by expressing his/her thoughts, feelings, and knowledge gained in the content areas of Math and History as a result of this Art Infusion experience.  TTW remind students to also include thoughts about Mondrian’s work / background as well as interpreting his/her own work (color choice, number choice, arrange of cards and lines, title creation, etc.).

How did you assess student learning during or after this lesson? How do you know students understood the big ideas they needed to know? (2-3 sentences)

Formative assessment is ongoing through discussion that utilizes clarifying questions.  Summative assessment is the artwork and reflective writing.  A rubric is used to assess student understanding of the big ideas as evidenced through the ability to create decimal art in the style of Piet Mondrian and explain his/her understanding through reflective writing. 
In your personal opinion, how did the art(s) activity contribute to student understanding in this lesson? WHY? (be specific) (2-3 sentences)

This lesson contributed to student understanding by allowing students to create a visual representation of the abstract concept of decimals.  It also allowed students to exercise higher level thinking skills since students had to synthesize information from a variety of contexts in order to create a product and reflect upon their experience.

How did this lesson exercise and/or increase student’s literacy skills? (2-3 sentences)

Students were involved in interpreting information from a variety of sources that were both language based and pictorial which build interpretation and comprehension skills.  Students also were allowed to reflect upon this experience by utilizing the first step in the writing process.

In hindsight, what would you do differently during this arts-infused lesson? Why? Be specific. (2-3 sentences)

Something that could be done differently would be breaking the lesson into two sessions with reflective pieces after each lesson.  The first lesson would stop at the planning stage of the artwork.  The student could sketch his/her artwork and reflect upon Piet Mondrian’s work, history, and worldview.  The second lesson would be the creation of the artwork and then reflection over how the piece is a visual representation of a decimal.  The student would further reflect over other visual representations of decimals that are present in the student’s environment on a daily basis.
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