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 Date: 1-3-11 

Email Address: t1freeman@scsk12.org
Grade Level or Subject Area: 5th Grade Language Arts 
School site: Dexter Middle School  

Topic or Arts-Infused Lesson(s) Theme: Prepositions and Prepositional Phrases
Title of lesson: Preposition Power
Content Area(s) other than Arts: Language Arts
State Content Standards for the above: SPI 0501.1.1 Know and use appropriately the meaning, forms, and functions of nouns, verbs, pronouns, adjectives, adverbs conjunctions interjections, and prepositions 
Art or Arts you plan to infuse in this lesson: Music, Art, and Theater
State Arts Content Standards: _____________________________________

What are some “Big Ideas” you students need to know?(short bulleted list) 
· Identify and Use Prepositions and Prepositional Phrases
How are arts activities infused in this lesson?: (describe in 2-3 sentences)

Students will act out various commands that the teacher gives using prepositional phrases. Students will learn and sing the Preposition song to the tune of Yankee Doodle Dandy. Students will draw and color a “Preposition House” using instructions from the teacher.
Literacy Skills Focus: (CIRCLE student skills utilized in this lesson): 

· Oral language development  x

· Concepts of print

· Sense of story and sequence

· Phonemic awareness and phonics

· Background knowledge and vocabulary  x

· Fluency 

· Comprehension  

· Writing   x
List ALL materials used (including websites; book (texts and trade book) titles with author, publisher, date, page #’s; CD or DVD titles; art works and art supplies; music; people, places, resources, etc.)

Preposition Song

Teacher Tube Video of other students singing Yankee Doodle Song

www.teachertube.com
Briefly and clearly list teaching steps in order of actual instruction:

The activity is called “The teacher says...” (similar to “Simon Says”)
Teacher gives commands for the students to do using prepositional phrases.
Example: “The teacher says put your pencil behind you.” 
...in front of you, behind you, on the desk, between the desk, beside the desk, underneath the desk, etc.

Introduction: Introduce prepositions and phrases with attached powerpoint.

Song: See attached document- Teach students the preposition song to the tune of “Yankee Doodle Dandy”. There are also other activities attached that can be used for independent practice.

Start the lesson by drawing a simple house on the board -- a square house with a triangle roof, windows, a door, and a chimney. 

Then request students to copy your drawing exactly on their own paper. 
    Next, write a preposition on the board. Start with a simple preposition such as on and have students draw something on their picture of the house. For example, students might draw a knocker on the door, an antenna on the roof, a bird on the chimney… Students should work independently so their pictures will look very different from the pictures drawn by their peers. 

 Continue the activity by providing 5 to 7 more prepositions, one at a time. [See the sidebar for a list of prepositions you might use.] After providing each preposition, give students time to illustrate it in relation to the house. 

Activity: Preposition House- 
Here are some prepositions you might provide for students as they complete this activity.  above 
 against 
 around 
 behind 
 beside 
 by 
 inside 
 near 
 on 
 outside 
 over 
                                                                              under

Next, have students compare their drawings and note how different they became with the use of prepositional phrases. 

Instruct students to write a sentence for each preposition; the sentence should describe their drawing of a house. For example:
· I can see a person inside the house. 
· The ladder is leaning against the house. 
· A shrub is growing near the front door.
Instruct students to underline each prepositional phrase in their sentences and to (circle) each preposition.
How did you assess student learning during or after this lesson? How do you know students understood the big ideas they needed to know? (2-3 sentences)

The students had to identify the prepositions in the commands given for “The teacher says…” The students also had to know where to draw the objects for the Preposition House activity.

In your personal opinion, how did the art(s) activity contribute to student understanding in this lesson? WHY? (be specific) (2-3 sentences)
The drawing, singing, and acting provided activities for various types of learners to engage and learn the objectives. The lesson was very exciting and the students enjoyed as well as mastered the content. I also enjoyed facilitating the various activities.
How did this lesson exercise and/or increase student’s literacy skills? (2-3 sentences)

The students were able to identify prepositional phrases from sentences as well as write them. Students are able to enhance their writing using prepositional phrases.
In hindsight, what would you do differently during this arts-infused lesson? Why? Be specific. (2-3 sentences)
I would have the students create their own song using prepositions and prepositional phrases. Students would also use movements with their song.
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